How to Start a Profitable Painting Business
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You’re going to need transportation and supplies to get started.  A truck or a van is a great choice for transportation.  You should start your supplies out small with just a ladder, brushes, and a few drop clothes.  Later you can advance your supplies by investing in compressors and electrical paint rollers.  If you can’t afford supplies you can always rent them.


The best work to start out in is painting real estate and rental agencies.  They have a lot of recurring work.  The work may not pay as much as commercial, but it is a constant flow of work.  As long as they are satisfied with your work you will continue to get their jobs.  This is important for a starting company that doesn’t have a large customer base.


Eventually you will be able to judge how much work a job will take.  But initially, you should take a lot of measurements to determine the amount of work.  This will ensure that you charge the right amount per job.  High school students and retirees make affordable employees to do the majority of the painting.


You should keep a portfolio of the jobs you have done.  A before and after shot of the projects will help sell yourself to the customer. 

