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Agricultural and Mechanical College (AMC) of Alabama

William Leroy Broun
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William Lerop Broun

Secoxp PRESIDENT

Died Januvary 23, 1go2, while
President of the Alabama Polytechnic
Institute. This institution ac
national standing in technic:
scientific education during the twenty
years of his able administration.

Dr. Broun was born in Loudoun
County, Virginia, in 1827, He gradu-
ated from the University of Virginia
in 1850, and at once accepted a pro-
fessorship in the College of Oakland,
Mississippi ; later, he served as a pro-
fessor in the [.‘(!i\'t-r:-it_\' of {}uul'giﬂ.
In 1830 he returned to Virginia and
established the Bloomfield Academy,
a noted and successful classical school.

In 1861, at the call of Virginia, he hastened to the front, serving as
an officer of artillery in the Confederate service. Dr. Droun’s scientific
and mathematical ability soon made him authority in ordnance and artillery,
and, in recognition of his skill, he was placed in charge of the Arsenal at
Richmond, directing the manufacture of guns and munitions of war for
the Confederacy. He was, perhaps, the most thoroughly equipped officer
in the Confederate service for this work., General R. . Lee held him in
highest esteem. [t was at this period that he first realized the fatal deficiency
of the Southern youth in technical training.

After the war, Dr. Broun was elected to the chair of Natural Philoso-
phy in the University of Georgia. In 1872 he was made president of the
Georgia Agricultural and Mechanical College. From 1875 to 1882 he filled
the chair of Mathematics in Vanderbilt University. Ile left Vanderhilt to
become president of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, where he remained
until his death, in 19oz.
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® Department of Mechanic Arts Formed in 1884-1885

® George H. Bryant from MIT was Hired in 1885 as the
First Instructor in “Mechanics”. He resigned in 1892.

@ B. A. Blakely from Cornell and John Jenkins Wilmore
from Purdue Hired as Instructors in Mechanic Arts

§ ‘"

J. J. Wilmore
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William James Samford

Old Main Burned in 1887 and Samford Hall Built
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1 898 Glom JOHN J. WILMORE, M. E., born October 15, 1864, at Winchester,
Indiana, Graduated at Pordue University, hh?'elte. Ind., in June, 1888,
receiving the degree of M. E. Came to Alabama Polviechnic Institute in
1888 as Assistant in Mechanic Arts. In 1891 was made Director of the
Department of Mechanic Arts, which position he now holds,
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In 1898-99 AMC was Renamed
Alabama Polytechnic Institute (API)
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Graduating Classes
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Students (1890s)
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Langdon Hall — Home of Mechanic Arts Laboratories
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Mechanical Art Laboratory, Machine Room.
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Mechanic Arts Lab in Langdon Hall
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1893 — Mechanic Arts Electrical Lab
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Auburn University
Undergraduate Engineering Students

160
140 —
120
100 O ME

80 [ B EE

60 OCE
40
20

0

1891 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 1902

Research by Arthur L. Slotkin 21
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® The Department of Mechanic Arts Split into the
Department of Mechanical Engineering and the
Department of Electrical Engineering in 1905

® Wilmore was the First Head of Mechanical Engineering

® \Wilmore Became Dean of Engineering in 1907 and
Served Until 1943

. v
9

1888 1943
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APl Campus Scenes — 1906 & 1909
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New Engineering Hall — 1905 (Later Broun Hall)
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ME Slide Rule Brigade - 1906
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API| Students and Band
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Mechanical Engineering Faculty and Students in 1910

4
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Professor M. T. Fullen  Dean J. J. Wilmore e Lomor T
i R OzLey J. J. Keves
D, G. Boozer J. C. Warrs
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Mechanical Englneerlng Faculty and Students (1910 1919)
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1914 — ME Labs

MecHaxicaL LABORATORY SCEXES.
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Department Yearbook Drawings
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James H. Allen

Oscar A. Nelson

Ernest W. Harvey

Leonard R. Wright

Engineering

1920
Mechanical
Engineering
Graduates
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1920 Mechanical Engineering Graduates

Senior Class Senior Class

James HARVEY ALLEN
ANNISTON, ALA.

WaRREN CRAIN
LAMISON, ALA.
Mechanical Engineering
8 X, Spade. Keyi, Scarab
“"Harvey” is slow. never hurts himself studying. but
always gels e likes bo pass the “buck™ o the
nd occasionally he deak in politics.

prefty Im:i ellow.

Mochirleal Enfiomgring

Oh, ladies, here we have & |p-|nm: nhn
withstand  all yeur charms,
been kmown to cast a glapce st any lolr damsel in
all Kis eollege career; but who Kaows whar herks
in the background of his mative city?

o sifely

all (i, 8, 2);
weamt (13; A

Sentor Class

James FonTaiNE Maury, Jr.
MORILE, ALA.
Meehanical Engingering
A T 12, Upsilon Delta, Scarab
a shining sar of the 1ocial world, and he

Jermy LESLIE JMMERSON
OPELIKA, ALA.

* fim™
believes in having a good nme. He thinks himself
selfish not 10 be oa the cutlook for ladies, and they
think him foolish o do so.  “Jim™ has never

known to sudy. However, if he passes Calculus we
thank he will be able 1o get &

Mechanical Enginecring
“Jerry™ s a wonderful exponent of the Mech. Class,
and he has discovered a new method of per !Pdul[
nlolmn_ He seems perfectly contented with ki
ather things and we wouldn't be surprised if he
would rum for the Presidency of Mexico or Chile

¥o-Mams Literary Seclety (317 Class Fastball (1);
A, B M. E. (1): Founders Clak {1}
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1920 Mechanical Engineering Graduates

Senior Class

Oscar ALsiv NELson

BIRMINCHAM, ALA.
MiLton Ouver HowLe
DIRMINGHAM, ALA.
Mechanical Engincering
TK® & KdiLdE

Mechanical Engineering

“Swede” is one of these geod-mabured, vciferous
Mechanicals who spends three-fourths of his time
sleeping. He is heard more often than he fa seen,
and he has proven to be a clever impersonstor of
Machine Dessgn. wede” s very fond of peanuts
and you may gain his friendship by feeding him

these delicious marsels.

“Moh” miraculowly escaped from the Magic City
o0 four years ago, and the keeper has not been
able to bocate him since then. He s well versed in
the arts of youth and he eam often be heard witering

is sarcastic wil. He owns a harem in every State
of the Unica and we hope 1o see him senile down
in the near future and become a weful ctizen,

Dristinetisn (4);

Alannger

Orator (%))
Tenm
Epwin Husox Sims bater

Cownell
COLUMBLS, GA,

Mechanical Engincering Rt
K A L 3 Diew

“Ed” is especially interested in dreaming and talking il
I waomen, and he seems satished with his suce
cess in both. He hay a greal desire to dart a free
lunch counter for those college students whe get up
wo late for breakfast every morning. “Ed” has
mever been kmown to arrive at any clas before

fifteen minutes afier the hous

ame Literary Bscloty
a 11;  Hergeant
A M. E (1.

38
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Mechanical Engineering Engines Class (1926)
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Mechanical Engineering Shop (1925)
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OFFICERS

R.l.locke . . . . . . ’ herrmran

H. F. SCHWEKESDIEK L Vice- Ll

J. B WinLiaus . . . A . . = Secrelary

FACULTY MEMBERS
K, Hixox W, I, GARMAN
I. J. WiLMmone M. T. Froeax
STUDENT MEMBERS
I C. AvsLEY W, O Hveaes
K. J. BareriELn F. P. Joxg
C. B, Brreovse 5. C. Jonxsox
T. C. BrcksHaw . R. Lawsox
I.. E. BrLL M, MIpGETTE
W. I, Carxe G, A, PrESTOX
B. G, CavperiL E. I.. STEELF
E. F. CaurrgLL R. C. TrAMMEL
W, H. Fraxcis A L. Taviox
I C Fuesixg C. H. Turk
W. P FriLer T. B. WiLpER
J. L GrEEsHILL E. J. WarLace
. K. SHAFFER
43
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The College of Engineering

+

Jonx JENKINS WILMORE
M.E.
Dean

The civilization of wday depends mor
;||||:| mare on ||1|' work of the « ir P
is largely responsible for the materinls, the
machinery and the processes of manofzctur
ing. and his activities in promoting the gen-
eral welfare are widely recogni
This is the aldest College
in the Sauth and the JI_|I cihi af its
i I'he services of its
graduates are in demand in every section of
the country, and their record of professional
accomplishment is one of which the friends of
Auburn may well be proud,

ructinm is wn juie si i

From the 1929 Glom

Mechanical
Engineering
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Late 1930s Aerial Shot of Campus
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Excixeerming Buitmxg

(Broun Hall)
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Construction
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1929-1930
Ross Hall
Construction
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BENNETT BATTLE ROSS
1564-1930

Bennett Battle Ross=acting president. dean
und professor. Auburn 1881, M.A { honorary

1856, with furtlier Ir..inin:q at Cerman univer- \.DR.;. .D.-D P\_Glf.f

e 4 AGRICULTURAL DEPT,
sitfes and e University of Chicagn. After six

vears each as assistant chemist ot Aubum amd
professer of chemistey at Louisiann State Und-

veergily, he returned as professor of general and Institute in 1381 and his M. S. degree in 1886. He spent one year abroad in the Uni-
agricultural chemistry and state clhemist, which versities of Gottingen and Berlin. Upon his return he held the Chair of Chemistry at
L"'I ithons he held until his death. Concurrently, I.. 5. U, for six years and then returned to hia Alma Mater to become head of the Chem-
e served o desn of apricultural sclences,

191122 deasi of chemdstry wisd |II||_|1I]I.||:._
192230, and in both 1920 amd 1025 as acting
president Hr:u-::-l:ll_\.' -.Ir-!_;rr-r\- doctor of Taws,
ol Southern and Emory Universithes. Meth-
odist, Roturtan, Town Councibman.  Letitia United States.
Dowdell Rese was hin wife

BENNET BATTLE ROSS received his B, 5. ||-|_-g1'|-|_' from the Alabama PIII.}'llt'l hinic

i;-qf:,' |'r¢|'|;|_r‘,1:1,|-u|.I in which |'.,1|r\,||"bL'L' he s still n'T\'ing. In 1917 the Southern Uni-
versity conferred the degree of LL. I\ upon him. During the World War, Dr. Ross
rendered valuable services to his country. He was a member of the State Board of
Industrial Preparedness and Associate Member of the Naval Consulting Board of the

49
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Ross Hall Construction History

On Tuesday, April 30, 1929, the ground breaking for the Ross Chemistry Laboratory
was begun by Dr. Knapp and professor B. B. Ross. The cornerstone was laid on
August 16, 1929; Ross was occupied in March, 1930; and dedication exercises were
held at 5 p.m. on May 19, 1930. This $224,974.00 building was designed by Warren,
Knight, and Davis and constructed by Frost Construction Company, Birmingham,
Alabama. The March issue of "Alumnews" that year described the building:

[Ross Hall is a] Modern building of brick, stone, tile, and concrete, plus a small
amount of wood. It is a fireproof building in Georgian style, three stories,

containing 67 rooms. The three floors and basement total 42,000 sq. ft.

Of the 67 rooms, 22 are small rooms for individual work. The floors are mastic

tile and all working surfaces of laboratory desks are of alverine stone. Locks and
other hardware are of solid brass. Seventeen fans are included to remove fumes.
For repair, all pipes are exposed.

The building was named for Dr. B. B. Ross, who died April 4, 1930, just before the
building was completed. The first use of the building was to house the body of the
distinguished chemist whose name it bears, while hundreds of friends came to honor
him. His body was brought from Florida to Auburn and at noon on Sunday, April 6th,
the casket was moved to the Ross Chemistry Laboratory.

Mechanical
Engineering
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Ross Hall

AUBURN

AU - 1930s a1

ENGINEERING

Mechanical
Engineering

Ross Hall
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Ross Hall
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API Military Band
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Charles “Charley” Hixon, Head of ME from 1921-1954
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ME Seniors (1936)
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ME Structures Lab - 1937
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ME Foundry Class - 1939
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APl Campus - 1948
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Ross Hall - 1948

Mechanical
Engineering

61

AU - 1940s

uuuuuu

GINN COLLEGE OF
ENGINEERING

Textile Engineering - 1948

. Textile Engineering Building, Alabama Polytechi
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Ramsay Hall - 1948
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ASME Meeting (1948)
n 1948 the Auburn ASME won The Auburn Engineer's subscription drive.
Members of ASME chose to invest their winnings in a social event at Chewa-|
la. A notice in The Auburn Engineer accompanying this photo of the event an-|
nounced that ASME had “appointed an armed guard for refreshments.”
67
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Wilmore Retires as Dean in 1946

Wilmore Labs Built 1948-1951
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Professor John C. McKinnon
ME Faculty from 1924-1962
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Every story I told in class
was 100% true.
ME Faculty, 1947-1990
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Construction of Wilmore Hall: 1948-1951
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New Wilmore Hall - 1952
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New Wilmore Hall - 1952
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New Wilmore Hall - 1952
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Ross Hall — 1950, 1952

ROSS CHEMICAL LABORATORY, ALABAMA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE, AUBURN, ALA.
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"Ross (1957)

Measuring Modulus of Elasticity in Ross Hall 77

uuuuuu

AU - 19505 mﬁm

Mechanical
Engineering

Rear of Ramsay Hall with New Wilmore Hall
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Donald M. Vestal
ME Department Head
1959-1976

Mechanical
Engineering
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“The Graduste Sehoal of Auburn | lane
University is to expand it engi-
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Barbin, Allen E.
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Weldon Frank

+ ML Smith, Floyd .
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The “Blue Machine” Room
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Reece, Joe W.
1964~
OUTSTANDING PROFESSOR — Students in the School of Engineering|
selected Dr. Joe W. Reece, associate professor of mechanical en-
gineering, as their outstanding professor. Dr. Reece, left, received
a citation from Steve Budenstein at the recent Engineers' Honors| 1 973
Banquet.
89
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ROARING RETROFIT--Dr. David Dyer sits by a retrofit fireplace designed to
circulate air around the fire box. It will heat a modern three-bedroom house and will
fit into an existing masonry fireplace.
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RECOGNITION FOR REREARCH-Ur, David F. Dyer, leii,
mechanionl engineering professor ot Auburn University, has
bewni selecled for the ASEE Research Recagnition Award by
other faculty members st Aubum, Making the presenistion
was Enginwering Desn J. Grady Cox,

Dyer Named For
Research Award

Dv. Duvid ¥, Dyor, aneistant
prafesanr af mechaniceal engl-
neering. has been awarded the
Hrsearch Hecognitbon  Award
at Auburn Unbversity for the
year,

Beloction  for  the award,
presented by the Soulbessiern
Bection of the Amarican Bo-
clely for Enginesring Educe-
tion, is by the members of the
selion] facully,

The paper submitted by
Dyer to the foculty lnvolved
dehydra of meats und the
mechanizma invelved in the
propess, It was co-authored by
Dr. 4, Edward Sunderland of
Georgla Tech where the study
s the Daaly for Dyer'y doc=
eoral dissgrtation,

Dyer's investigation In.
svilved - dehydrating ment

Mechanical
Engineering
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Ross Hall 1985
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First ME PC Lab in Wilmore (1984)
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PCs Move to Shop Building 308 in 1985
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Te Harris Computer and Man with Beard
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The “Data General”
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Shelby Center — Phase 2
New ME and Advance Laboratory Buildings

AUBURN

AU - First 120 Years ’ﬁ
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Summary

® AU Mechanical Engineering Began in 1885 as the
Department of Mechanics Arts

e ME Provided the First Dean of Engineering

® \We Have Been and Continue to be one of the
Strongest Departments at Auburn, and One of the
Premier ME Programs in the Southeast

® \We Graduate Highly Successful Students
® Our Faculty Have a Colorful History
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