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A Pictorial History - 120 Years and Counting
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Department of Mechanical Engineering
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Office: +1-334-844-3332
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E-Mail: jsuhling@eng.auburn.edu

7th Annual Elements of Mechanical Engineering Conference
November 8-9, 2009
Marriott Hotel and Conference Center at Grand National
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AU – 1860s



3

Mechanical
Engineering

AU – 1880s

Old Main

William Leroy Broun

Agricultural and Mechanical College (AMC) of Alabama
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AU – 1880s

� Department of Mechanic Arts Formed in 1884-1885
� George H. Bryant from MIT was Hired in 1885 as the 

First Instructor in “Mechanics”.  He resigned in 1892.
� B. A. Blakely from Cornell and John Jenkins Wilmore 

from Purdue Hired as Instructors in Mechanic Arts

J. J. Wilmore
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AU – 1880s

Old Main Burned in 1887 and Samford Hall Built

William James Samford
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AU – 1890s

1898 Glom
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In 1898-99 AMC was Renamed
Alabama Polytechnic Institute (API)
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The Faculty - 1890s

Thach Lane     Smith       Broun       Mell

Wilmore           Petrie

Ross
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AU – 1890s

Graduating Classes

1893 1896
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AU – 1890s
Graduating Classes

1895
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AU – 1890s

Mechanics Arts
Students (1890s)
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AU – 1890s

Langdon Hall – Home of Mechanic Arts Laboratories
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AU – 1890s

Mechanic Arts Lab in Langdon Hall
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Mechanic Arts Lab in Langdon Hall
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AU – 1890s

Mechanic Arts Lab in Langdon Hall
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1893 – Mechanic Arts Engineering Lab
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AU – 1890s

1893 – Mechanic Arts Minerals Lab
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1893 – Mechanic Arts Electrical Lab
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AU – 1890s

Research by Arthur L. Research by Arthur L. SlotkinSlotkin

Auburn University
Undergraduate Engineering Students
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AU – 1900s

� The Department of Mechanic Arts Split into the 
Department of Mechanical Engineering and the 
Department of Electrical Engineering in 1905

� Wilmore was the First Head of Mechanical Engineering
� Wilmore Became Dean of Engineering in 1907 and 

Served Until 1943

1888 1943
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AU –1900s
API Campus Scenes – 1906 & 1909
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AU –1900s

New Engineering Hall – 1905 (Later Broun Hall)
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Engineering Hall Renovation – 1910 (Tripled in Size)
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AU – 1900s
ME Slide Rule Brigade - 1906
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AU –1900s

API Students and Band
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AU – 1910s

1910 College Street
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Mechanical Engineering Faculty and Students in 1910

AU – 1910s

Professor M. T. Fullen Dean J. J. Wilmore
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AU – 1910s
Mechanical Engineering Faculty and Students (1910-1919)
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AU – 1910s

1914 – ME Labs
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AU – 1910s

1914 – ME Labs
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AU – 1910s
Department Yearbook Drawings
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Langdon Hall - 1929
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AU – 1920s

Frank S. MorganJames F. MauryJerry L. Jimmerson John S. KernachanMilton O. Howle

Claude SizemoreEdwin H. SimsGerald W. Pearson Leonard R. WrightOscar A. Nelson

Benjamin B. Fuqua Ernest W. HarveyJames H. Allen Sidney G. HarperWarren Crain

1920
Mechanical
Engineering
Graduates
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AU – 1920s
1920 Mechanical Engineering Graduates
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AU – 1920s
1920 Mechanical Engineering Graduates
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AU – 1920s

Engineering Seniors (1921)
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AU – 1920s
Mechanical Engineering Engines Class (1926)

1925 X-Ray Equipment
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AU – 1920s
Mechanical Engineering Engines Class (1926)
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AU – 1920s
Mechanical Engineering Shop (1925)
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AU – 1920s

1925

1922

ASME
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AU – 1920s

From the 1929 Glom
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AU – 1930s

Late 1930s Aerial Shot of Campus
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AU – 1930s

(Broun Hall)
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AU – 1930s

1929-1930
Ross Hall
Construction
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AU – 1930s

1929-1930
Ross Hall
Construction
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AU – 1930s

Ross Hall Namesake
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AU – 1930s

On Tuesday, April 30, 1929, the ground breaking for the Ross Chemistry Laboratory
was begun by Dr. Knapp and professor B. B. Ross. The cornerstone was laid on
August 16, 1929; Ross was occupied in March, 1930; and dedication exercises were
held at 5 p.m. on May 19, 1930. This $224,974.00 building was designed by Warren,
Knight, and Davis and constructed by Frost Construction Company, Birmingham,
Alabama. The March issue of "Alumnews" that year described the building:
[Ross Hall is a] Modern building of brick, stone, tile, and concrete, plus a small
amount of wood. It is a fireproof building in Georgian style, three stories,
containing 67 rooms. The three floors and basement total 42,000 sq. ft.
Of the 67 rooms, 22 are small rooms for individual work. The floors are mastic
tile and all working surfaces of laboratory desks are of alverine stone. Locks and
other hardware are of solid brass. Seventeen fans are included to remove fumes.
For repair, all pipes are exposed.

The building was named for Dr. B. B. Ross, who died April 4, 1930, just before the
building was completed. The first use of the building was to house the body of the
distinguished chemist whose name it bears, while hundreds of friends came to honor 
him.  His body was brought from Florida to Auburn and at noon on Sunday, April 6th, 
the casket was moved to the Ross Chemistry Laboratory. 

Ross Hall Construction History
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AU – 1930s

Ross Hall
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AU – 1930s

Ross Hall
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AU – 1930s
Ross Hall
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Ross Hall
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AU – 1930s
API Military Band
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AU – 1930s

Charles “Charley” Hixon, Head of ME from 1921-1954
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AU – 1930s
ME Seniors (1936)
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AU – 1930s
ME Structures Lab - 1937
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ME Foundry Class - 1939
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AU – 1940s
API Campus - 1948
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AU – 1940s
Ross Hall - 1948
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AU – 1940s
Textile Engineering - 1948
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AU – 1940s

Ramsay Hall - 1948
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AU – 1940s

ME Engine Lab (Ramsay Hall) - 1948
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AU – 1940s

Dances at Ross Hall
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AU – 1940s
Auburn Pi Tau Sigma Banquet (1946)
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AU – 1940s
ASME Meeting (1948)
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AU – 1940s

Wilmore Retires as Dean in 1946

Wilmore Labs Built 1948-1951
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AU – 1940s

Professor John C. McKinnon
ME Faculty from 1924-1962
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Every story I told in class
was 100% true.

ME Faculty, 1947-1990

AU – 1940s
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AU – 1940s

Construction of Wilmore Hall: 1948-1951
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AU – 1950s

New Wilmore Hall - 1952
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AU – 1950s

New Wilmore Hall - 1952



75

Mechanical
Engineering

AU – 1950s

New Wilmore Hall - 1952
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AU – 1950s

Ross Hall – 1950, 1952
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Measuring Modulus of Elasticity in Ross Hall
Ross (1957)
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AU – 1950s

Rear of Ramsay Hall with New Wilmore Hall
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Donald M. Vestal 
ME Department Head
1959-1976
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AU – 1960s

Wilmore Hall Engines Lab - 1962
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AU – 1960s
Wilmore Hall Mechanical Testing Lab - 1962
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AU – 1960s
ME Electronics Shop
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AU – 1960s

Photoelasticity Laboratory
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AU – 1960s

ME Students
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AU – 1970s

The “Blue Machine” Room
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AU – 1970s

1973
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AU – 1970s

1979
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AU – 1970s
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1973
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AU – 1970s
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AU – 1970s

1973
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Ross Hall 1985
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ME Faculty
1983
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ME Faculty 1987
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AU – 1980s

First ME PC Lab in Wilmore (1984)

PCs Move to Shop Building 308 in 1985
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AU – 1980s

The Harris Computer and Man with Beard
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AU – 1980s

The “Data General”
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AU – 1980s
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AU – 1980s
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AU – 1980s
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AU – 1980s
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AU – 1980s

110

Mechanical
Engineering

AU – 1980s



111

Mechanical
Engineering

AU – 1980s
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AU – 1980s
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AU – 1990s
Back to Racing
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AU – 1990s
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ME Faculty - 1998
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AU – 2000s
Design and Manufacturing Laboratory
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AU – 2000s

Annual Elements of Mechanical Engineering Conference
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AU – 2000s
Renovating Ross Hall (2004-2006)
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AU – 2000s
Renovated Ross Hall
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THE FUTURE

Shelby Center – Phase 2
New ME and Advance Laboratory Buildings
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AU – First 120 Years

Summary
� AU Mechanical Engineering Began in 1885 as the 

Department of Mechanics Arts
� ME Provided the First Dean of Engineering
� We Have Been and Continue to be one of the 

Strongest Departments at Auburn, and One of the 
Premier ME Programs in the Southeast

� We Graduate Highly Successful Students
� Our Faculty Have a Colorful History
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