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here in the United States.

“The traditional textiles
may go to the Third World
countries, but the high-per-
formance textiles will stay
here,” he said.

Adanur has seen rapid
changes in textiles since he
came over from Turkey in
1982 to pursue his Ph.D. at
North Carolina State Univer-
sity. As a graduate student, he
was working to improve weav-
ing machines commonly used
to make clothing. Now Ada-
nur is focused on high tech
projects like improving fuel
cell technology to power cars
with hydrogen and oxygen.

Of course, all of these
grand plans take money to get
off the ground. Adanur's
stent project is one of many
funded through the National
Textile Center, which may get
as much as $13 million in fed-
eral funds next year for re-
search. The Senate Appropri-
ations Committee approved
the $13 million Thursday, but .
the funding still must be ap-
proved in the House-Senate
Conference Committee which
could arrive at a different fig-
ure,

“It's like making sausage,
you never know what’s going
to come out of conference,”
said Peter Schwartz, head of
AU’s Textile Engineering pro-
gram.

Once the funds are ap-
proved, the NTC's operating
board decides which projects
will be funded among the
eight universities that com-
prise the center. Adanur will
have to show sufficient
progress in order to be funded
for the final year of what is ex-
pected to be a three-year proj-
ect. In the third year, Adanur
expects the stent to be tested
in animals and he hopes to see
it licensed for commercializa-
tion in the future.



